
May 22, 2020 

Dear Parents, 

Thank you to the many families who took the time to provide us extensive feedback via our parent survey. 
The data you provided is invaluable as we adapt currently, and plan ahead.  We were all very gratified that 
95% of respondents gave our teachers an ‘A’ grade. This extraordinary level of home / school cooperation and 
respect has fostered measurable progress for our children, and confirms that we are unstoppable in our 
commitment to enrich our children with Torah and learning.  

Thankfully, San Diego is emerging from lock down carefully, taking steps to protect community health while 
also recognizing that staying-at-home itself has risks and consequences.  We are still constrained from 
opening in person classes K – 8, and for now, the campus is closed.  

We are in intense communication with school leaders within the California Association of Independent 
Schools, as well as monitoring all state and local guidance as it comes out.  When Hebrew Day fully reopens 
for the coming school year in late August many measures will be required for us to feel that our children and 
teachers are safe, and there will be inconvenience.  (I liken this to how we have accepted air travel security 
precautions to prevent terrorism.)  With cooperation, we will accommodate new guidelines as called for. 

Hebrew Day is planning carefully to implement what we expect will become standard procedure going 
forward: careful screening upon entry with limited access, monitoring of each person’s health and watching 
for symptoms of illness, physical distancing, frequent surface cleaning, masks, and other measures to prevent 
contagion. Emerging from sheltering at home and remote learning, we will need care and courage to bring our 
teachers and children together.  Doing so will give us the full benefits of Hebrew Day, resuming strong 
connection between teachers and students.  We pledge to do so. Many measures are being undertaken now 
which will be fully in place as soon as we reunite. 

It is too early to paint a picture for you of what changes will be in place when we reopen. Some are planning 
to reopen with rotations of students coming to classes, reducing class sizes and school hours, not moving 
students from place to place within the school during the day, and other restrictions.  Just as we have lived 
with uncertainty and have managed our anxiety for a long time now. This practice will help us see through 
regathering as soon as we can in the healthiest and most robust way. 

Today is a noteworthy day, in that it is a prevalent Jewish custom for parents to bless their children as we 
conclude the month of Iyar, prior to entering the month of Sivan (Rosh Chodesh is Sunday).  This leads up to 
the moment we stood together at Sinai and heard the Ten Commandments, accepting upon ourselves the 
mandate to fulfill and to understand, to become a Holy Nation. As nuclear families with young children, we 
come to this moment living in close physical proximity, with few diversions. May this closeness enable all of 
our blessings to take root within our children’s hearts, inspiring them to always make us proud to have taught 
them and to have raised them.   Shabbat Shalom / Chodesh Tov.  

Sincerely, 
 
Rabbi Simcha Weiser 
Head of School 
 


